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Ansley Vicarage

May lst, 1992

Our Dear FriendJs,

In his book 'God's Smuggtler,' Brother Andrew relates an oecasion
when he arrived I'ate.one Saturdlay night in a plaee cal,led Cluj in
Rornania; the year was 1968, and the next rnorning askedl the hotel
receptio,nist where. he could find a church, The clerk looked at him
suspicioustly and told him, "We do,n't have many of those, and in any
case you wourldn't undersitand the language."

That's O.K,, rsaid Brother Andrew, ."Christians srpeak a kind of
universal language." "What's that ?" said the clerk, "Agape !" "Never
heard of it," replied the clerk.

"Pity, it's the most beautiful language in the world,"
The following Sunday, Brother Andrew met the minister of a

Church in his offiee and was frustrated to find that neither he nor
hie secretary spoke a word of Andrew's languages, nor he theirs,
Ttren Andrew saw that the m,inister had a well-worn Ro,manian Bible
on his desk, so he took out his own Dutch Bible and turned to 1

Corinthians 16 v 20. 'All the brothers here send you greetingsr, Greet
one another with a holy kiss.' He held out hls B,ible so that they
eould see the name of the book-recognisable in any language-and
p,ointed out the chapter and verse. Their facers ,lit up as they found
the sam,e verse in the Rornanian Bible and read it.

Then the m,inister thumbed through his Bible until he found
Proverts 25 v 25, 'Irike ootrd water to a weary soul is good news
from a distant land.' For half an hour they co,ntinued, laughing with
tearrs o,f joy in their eyes as they searched for just the versesr they
needed,

That evening, as Andrew entered the hotel, the receptionist stopped
him. "Say," he s;aid,, "I looked up that 'agape' in the dictionary.
There's no language by that name. It's just. a Greek word for love."

"Quite so," said Brother Andrew, "I was speaking in it all
afternoon."

This'agape' has been the driving force behind many people who
live their lives, not selfishly but, sacrificially; giving their time, their
intelligence, their gifts, their money, and some even their lives that
others may become arvare of God.

On the 28th of this month the Christian family throughout the
world celebrates the Ascension of our Lord Jesus,Christ, the greatest
Iover of atrl time; indeed it was He who introduced to our planet the
'agape' quality of sacrificial love. He had paid the price for sin,
defeated Satan, and broken the power of that which we fear most;
death itself,

Pray that God will give each of us s,omething of His quality of
sacrificial love in all onr relationships with each other,

God bless you,

James, Catherine, Mark ar.rd Rebekah.
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DIARY FOR MAY
Friday, May lst

6.45 p.m. Meeting for Prayer in Church.
Sunday, t'?ay 3rd

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
11.00 a.m. Morning Prayer. A.S.B, The Rev. G. Angel.

6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer. 1662 Prayer Book. The Rev, G. Angel.
Monday, May 4th

10.00 a.m. Cofiee Morning at 'Merrybrook' Cottage.
Tuesday, May 5th

3.00 p,m, Mothers' Union.
Wednesday, May 6th

8.00 p,m. Ansley Ladies-Rambte (weather permitting).
Thursday, May 7th

7.45 p.m. Le."-- Group Council [Ieeting at Arley.
FridEy, May 8th

6.45 p.m. Meeting for Prayer in Church.
Sunday, May L0th

11.00 a.m. Family Communion.
6.30 p,m. Evening Prayer.

We,dnesday, May L3th
8.00 p,.m, Wednesday Fe,llows,hip.

Friday, May 15th
6,45 p.m. Meeting for Prayer in Church.

Saturday, May l6th
7.00 p,m, to 9,00 p.m, Barbecue on Recreation Field at Bretts

Hall Estate, Ans,ley Common.

Sunday, May lTth r
11.00 a.m. Family Service.
6.30 p.m. Parish Communion.

Tuesday, May L9th
7,30 p,m. "Joseph and his Techni-colour dream coat.,,

St. Mary's, Atherstone.
Wedneeday, May 20th

8.00 p.m. Ansley Ladies. Speaker to be arranged,
Thuirsday, May 21st

2.00 to 4,00 p.m. and 7.00 to 9.00 p.m. Bedding plant Sale.

Friday, May 22nd
6,30 p.m. Meeting for Prayer in Church.
7.30 p.m, Renerval Service at St. James. Tile Hill.

Sunday, May 24th
L0.00 a,m. Family Service at St. John,s, Ansley Common.
11.00 a,m. Family Communion.
6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer. A.S.B.

Wednesday, May 2?th
8,00 p.m. Wednesday Fellowship.

Thursday, May 28th
7.30 p.m. Ascens'ion Day Service at Arley Methodist Church.

The Rev. Bill Hughes.
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FrEday, May 2fth
6.30 p.n] l,l=.-:.:: : ::- . " .- - -:..".

Sunday. May 31st
11.00 a.rl. F3:: --r - ,: . .. '

6.50 p.r:r. ,,. -: +:
At both the r:rcin:ng l:uii c !'tlin:::t1-r'ij :..:,.: ::;.' I'l=" llrC. ihc
Rev. Ger',-ais -{ngi'l ',. -11 1,;'::ch ci r :l-..,: : :: -: S.'..::-. -\::.:r:can
Missionar_v Societl'. At the moment of \iriting he r-: :tLil rn Soutir
America, so he wili have liist hand infoi'natic!r i.) share'.'.rtl..,.rs.
eoffee ?'{or.ning 1V{ay i}a,y E:tnk Ho,liday 10.00 a.nr. to noon at fIr.
Henry Truelove's horne, We are assured of a \ya.rnl *elcclrne and a

happy occasion.
Earhecuo evening on Satur,.laj,', &Iay 16th will he held from 7.00p.m.
to 9.00 p.n. cn the Recrei,,iiori Fieid at Bretts Hall Es,tate, Ansley
Conrircir. llr:r. Filrrn Sl.ain is oi:ganising some stalls, to seil various
itenr-r anci barbet-r.reC iood *'ill b: cn -s,a1e. GospeL music will be sung
i,) :he acionrpanirnent of The Rev. Paul Norton and his Bedworth
:r,.rs:c group. housed in the nraiq,-ree. Offers of help to erect the
narqu:e bett'een 5.30 p.nr. and 6.00 i;.r'n, and to take it down around
9.00 p.m. will be gieail',' ap;rreciaied: and 1,,ou are invite d to join in
the evening's event.
A Bus is being organised to transport you to see "Joseph and his
technicolour dream coat" on Tuesday, 19th l{ay at St, Mary's Church,
Atherstone. This performance is being staged by St. Mary's Young
peorple.

eonfirmation Clas,ses r,;i11 corcrnence shortiy, If you would like to be
inciuded in, will you prls25s call at the vicarage on the evening of
Thursday, 21st May and plrt your name down. This' way we can
arrange for the ciasses to take place at times most convenient.
We look forwarel to the lleddiig Pla.nt sale driring the afternoon and
evening ol Thursday, 21st l,fa.-.,. Do bring your gifts of plants and also
buy from the rvide variety c{ plants we expect to be availa:ble.
Our Gifi: Day this year is on Sunday, 14th June. Do please take a gift
day box from the literatnre tablc i;:r Ci'iurch if you have not already
done so, and your special contribution lvili be very welcome.
A,s,aemsiom Day this _vear is on Thursday, 28th May. The occasion will
be celebrated vrith a special evening service at Arley Methodist
Chureh rvhose turn it is tc host it, The ser.;ice is at 2.30 p.m.,
conducted by The Rev. Bill Hughes of St, John's Methodist Church,
Irtruneaton. Afterwards there will be a l{o}y Communion Service for
the Methodist Circuit. Do make this a must as we join together.
There arc five Sundays in May and in the evening of L{ay 31st rve
shall have a Guest Service. Make a note of this in yonr diary and
bring a friend.
Renewal Serviee on Fiiday, 29th Ma.;r is at St. Mary,s, Church,
Atherstone at 7,30 p.m. Details vzill be put up on the Church Notice
Board.
I'luims and Toddlers meet every Thursday morning in Ansley Village
Church Hall, 10.30a.m., fcr a char and tlrinlis ancl playtine.

FROM T${E PARISI"i REGISTERS
Burial-"The Valley of the Shadolv of Death',
April 3-Luther Bucl<ler, 87 years, fronr Chapel End.



lnmemoryofMr'JohnlvorBiggstheChurchhasreceiveddDna,t,ions
amounting to S182. We are very grateful to those who gave and to

iVir. Sige"; fam,ily who made the arrangements for gifts to be offered

insrtead o,f flowers.
Mortherd Unioin. coventry Diocese Festival Service in coventry

C'athedral at 2,00 p,m., on Thursday, 21rst May' The theme will be
.Potrr ou,t upo,n us Your HoIy Spiri.t that we may truly love and

serve you.,, Freacher wilrl be the Bishop, of warwick. w. Ponder.
gest rept Ghu,rchyard Co,mp.et'ition has entered o,ur Churchyard once

again this year. The co'rnpetition aims to stimulate pride andi imp'rove'

mrent in the appearance of churchyards, Distrlct judging rtakes p'lace

b,etween fst Miy and 30th June, District winners go forward fo,r

County iudging dluring July. Please help us to keep the place

presentab,Ie by rernoving dead flowers,,rubbish and paper'

fnant you to the m,any who help'ed and supported in m'any ways th-e

April Plant Sale, a vrid,e variety of plants was brought and sold'

resulting in !125 being added' to the hall fundls'

biior to tlr" Morthers Union Festival will be a one ho'ur devotion led

by ,chnon Michae,l sadgtove of the cathedral staff. This' comLmences

ui ff .gO a.rlts ott May 21st' W' Ponder'

l\t ou,r own Mothers' Union meeting on Tuesday, 5th May at 3'00 p'm''

in Ans]ey Village Church Hall. Mrs,' Amy Alton will be the sp,eaker.
W. Ponder.

A LETTER FRo'M PErE,,h"&1I=o*D LUKE VALENTINE

Dear Friendsr,
EASTER GREETINGS FROM CHILE]

Vy'e arrived 22nd January, 1992 straight into a southern hemisphere

sum{ner with aflernoon temperatures above 30oc almost every day.

w" ,'u living near the centre of S.antiago-tapital city, no,t the best

place to fe wfren it gets hot I IIomE is a 7th floor apartm'ent on quite

i no,isy route. Ttaffic seerns to mtn 24 hours a day'

We-praiseGodthatthereisawellequippedparkclosebywhere
we go as often as we can with Luke. Oecasionally we get to' speak

with sorne other parents at the park which is goo'd for our language

learning. Living in a busy capital city does not pfesent itself as'the

ideal place for casual eonversatio'n encounters, but again we praise

GodthatChileanpeop'Iearehelpful,friendlyandverypatient'By
the way, our Spanish is getting better, many thanks for all your

prayers.- 
ttirry thanks also fo'r a,ll your eards, Ietters, presents and words of

encouragerrxent, so far we have replied to over 90 letters, ete. Please

be patie-nt if ]rours hasi not been answered yet. It will be ! Finally,
if you have a photo of yourself/family prlease send it with your next

letter, It will help us when we p'ray for you.
Yours with love, Pete, Lyndy and Luke.

Friday, 22nd, May-"sustaining Renewal" at St. James, Tile Hi'lI with
Roger Turner and Team.
Roler is, the Vicar of St. John's l(enilworth, a church with much

experience of renewal, Roger will be helpiag us to think thro'ugh

wliat it m.ans to stay at the forefront of what Go6 is doing in his

church.
On the rnorning of Saturday, 23rd May there will be a seminar which
will follow up this theme in more depth, W. Ponder.


