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O Come Let Us Adore Him

This year I picked up a pack of Christrnas cards with a Retro look, which I have to

say I recognise may not be to everybody's taste. The one thing that stood out to ms
was noticing the words, "O Come Let UsAdore Him."

Many people ofhen say, "Oh Christmas is for children." ln Christian terms this is
rubbish. Christmas is a time of adoration and celebration for the wondedul, precious
gift of God's only Son, Jesus Christ.

We feast, we give gifts in reflection of the generosity of God in sending his Son b
earth to bring tte Light of Chnst into our lives. lt is only right and fitting that we
should worship, praise and adore God's Son in the best way we can. The Christmas
Narrative recounted in Luke's Gospel is so awesome and mystical that it sends
shivers down my spine l have avoided using the word "magical" because it is not
magic that brought Christ into the wodd, yet, the experience we gain from Christmas
is a magical experience.

The Christmas Story never ceases to amaze me or bring a feeling of excitement to
my whole being. fYes - I know I am nearly 70!)

The angels did it, Mary did it, the Shepherds did it and the Wse men did it. So,
"Come Let Us Adore Him,' at this special Chrislmas time.

"O Come all ye Faithfu1.............'

Happy Chnstmas Blessiqps, from Gwyneth.



December St Laurence's Qhurch Services
Sunday 3"r Advent 1 i 10.30 a.m. Advent Service

sunday 10'ih Advent z i ,l333Xil ffiil 3:ilil:li:l

Sunday 17th

Sunday 24th

Monday 25th

Sunday 31''

6.30 p.m. Evensong
Advent 3 10.30 a.m. Christingle

6.30 p.m. Carol Service
Christmas Eve 1'1.30 p.m. Holy Communion
Christmas Day 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion
Christmas 1 10.30 a.m. Joint Service at St Wilfrid's

10.30 a.m. Joint Service at St Wilfrid',

St John's Church Hall Ansley Common Services
Sunday 3'd Advent 1 10.30 a.m. Family Service
Sunday 10:: Advent 2 1 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion

Sunday 17th Advent 3 1 10.30 a m. Family Service

Sunday 24h Christmas Evel 9.30 p.m. Holy Communion
Sunday 315r Christmas 1

Please Note
During the in\erregnum it may
tirne.at fairly fhort notice. Thi:

servtce. I

I

From the Registers
Funeral
The funeral of Edna Lightfoot, aged 84, took place on Friday 3'd November. She worked

as a valet at Michael Kiernan Cars and was often seen around the village on her paper

round or walking with her dog. She and her husband Harry celebrated their Diamond

Wedding anniversary in 2011 . We extend our thoughts and prayers to her family and

friends.

Christmas Services
We hope you will be able to join us to celebrate Christmas at St Laurence's or St John's.

Please check the list at the top of this page to ensure you know when and where services

are being held.

Christmas Tree Festival
We invite you to experience the magnificent sight of sixty Christmas trees, in or around the

)e necessary to change tl';e pattern of serv{ces from time to
would be to enable visitinp clergy to hold alcommunion

tt

church, decotated by church npembers, community organisations, groups or individuals,

otus other deborations suspenHed from above, which will fill St Laurence's with light and

colour The Qhurch will be'opdn from 11 .00 a.m. to 5 00 p.m. on Saturday 2nd. gth and 16th

December ar{d frorn 12.00 noon to 6.00 p.m. on Sunday 3'd, 1Oth and 1 7th pecember.
The entry charge is t2.00 per person, with accompanied children under 1f free. The
proceeds will be in aid of the church, with a donation of 200,6 being given tp Mary Ann

Evans Hospice. i

lf an organisalion or group wishes to visit on a week day, this may be possible. Please

contact 01827 874520.



A Remembrance Tlee gives the opportunity 1o write the names of loved ones on star
shapes to hang on this tree. The f 1 .00 charge wiil go towards the cost of cutting the
churchyard grass, which is €260 a time at the moment.
while visiting the church you could write a prayer to peg to the prayer Tree in the vestry
and light a candle, if you wish. These prayers will be brought to the Lord over the
Christmas season

Throughout the festival there will be tea, coffee, hot chocolate, and mince pies available in
the annexe. There rryill also be a raffle for a Christmas cake. Donations of mince pies will
be much apprecialed. we would also be grateful for help with stewarding or selling
refreshments at this busy time. Lel a church member know if you can help, or coniact
01827 874520.

Please help to publicise this event There are fliers and posters available from church
members or you may wish to forward the internet link below to family and friends. Click on
the Ansley Church November magazine option

hhtp://ansleychurch.org/a rticles/a rticles.php?id=61 6

Retiring Collection
A sum of t120.50 has been sent for Rohingya refugees from Rakhine in Myanmar
following an appeal by the Disasters Emergency Committee.

Christmas Rame
By lhe time you read this, our Christmas raffle will have been drawn and the lucky winners
willknow who they are!

Christmas Tree Festival QuE t
This year's quiz is now available and copies willbe in the annexe during the Tree Festival.
For the price of f 1.00 you can test your brain powerl The prize is a €10 book voucher.
The closing date is 10'n January 2018. ll there are several enlries with the same highest
score, a winning name will be drawn from a hat ater one of our sunday services.

Concert at St Laurence's
We are delighted lo inform you that, as {or lhe last few years, Jess and Richard
Anowsmith, with Jo Maher, will be entertaiaing us in church on Friday 22nd December at
7.30 p.m. Tickets will be t10 for adults and €5 for children, wlh under fives free. The mix
of traditional English music with a christmas theme makes for a very enjoyable evening.
Mulled wine, mince pies and other refreshments will be provided during the inte rual.

Operation Christmas Child
we are pleased to announce that, in the middle of November, 24 shoeboxes, decorated
and filled with small items, were sent off to be given to children who have few possessions.

Quarter Peal
On Wednesday 15'h November the Coventry Guild rang a quarter peal of Bob Doubles at
st Laurence's church. This was in honour of the 70th wedding Anniversary of Her Malesty



11e Queen and His Royal Fighness, Prrnce Pnilip Thn G;ild aim lo contplete ?0 quarter

peals around lhe Diocese

Visiting Ringers
The Fsur Shires bell ,ingers visrtecJ Sl Laurence's on Thursday l6rt' l.lovernber end rang a

r"ariety o! methods

Acorn Ch:ldren's Hcspice
As ir previous years, vre presenlec the Flower Fes{ival donathn lo the Acorn Children s

Hospice al our Harvest Fedival The samc arnounl, f 467 50.lras also presenied to the

Nlneaton Hcspilal Lcaguc of Friends Jcanne ,frcmlhe Hospic*, advistrC usthaionc of

lleir children. rvhu has enrJured murlr, nas aumtderi llte Teenager ol Courage at tlte Prlde

cf Br(ain Awards ?C1?. They are all lery poud oI lhis and lhe follorving lrnk vrill erable

you to see Moir's storY.

https,l'lv,w"v.yottlttbe.eo m/trle tclt?

y=aLlNhky,{ ty0M&lpattrre-youtu b€

St .lohn's Events
The Chrrstmas Fayre on Salurday 25th December was lvell aiencied and was an

en;oyable soclal occasion Places ale fully booked fo'lneir Chr;slmas Pany* on '1 5th

Deremhrer

Bene'ice Jotnt Meettng
A meering .ouas held on TrursCay 1 6t Novemner in Tne Barn at Sl Wilfrid's. O;d Arley le'd

bylhe Rtverand Frank Seldon, lluneat*n hrea Dean An cpen invita:ior had been given

lo rnembets and olftce6 ol the churc[es lrl Ord ard Nevr Atle1, Ans ey and Ansley

Common. Qrrite a nurnber o{ pan:hes rn tlre Oiocese are in need ol a vtcar, brtt there ts a

shorlage oi sapdrdates available. Thele may be lhe oppcrtunrly to have a curale ln our

Benefice on a half lime basis A unanirrrous decision was laken al lhe meeting lo expiore

liis possibilily lurther This suggestion will need to be ciscussed by FCCs and colld not

be impilemenied lor s*veral rnortns We ask f6r yotrr coniinued prayers as we seek to

make the besl plans pcssible tc care for Gcd s peaple in this place and at this time,

Y{E WISH ALL OJR READERS A VERY HAPPY CilRISTMAS
AN) A

PEACEFUL AND PROSPERCUS NEW YEAR

Pra,v-er Recuests
lf y*u would like 3t.rieond or a parlicular sitr:ation rentembered al prays'' at otrr Sunday

Se;vices, bolh at S{. Laurence's and at St. John's, please hand lhe slip belo',v tc a member

cl lhe church congtegaliol sr cor:[aol a irnarden. Pltone trurnbers are gn tle lronl page o{

his nragazrle, Ptease rememher lSal a vrsl can be arranged to anyone vrho c slclt, bul

lne wardens do need to know, so again pease ring

Ple;rst pt'at lirr



Dettmbcr,2017

When rrre wmt to A*rentone in the rniddle o{ Navemher, you would not helieve whrt

timt ol ytrr it wat. tound Purhy {hr* there rwre rtill lots ol lerv* on the treer and $e

Srar: sn ihr (illl Cour5r wirt so lurh and 6rrtn. Ihar in t hr woods whan llluchclls

bbortr in thr Spring thero w:l a goldtn carpct of lerver. lt crme into rny mind thcy wrre

lnrping lhr tllurbells wilrm ov.r thr winter tn flovrer in abundanct in the 5prin3.

Our son gJt€ u! a book called u1,227 
FACTS' and in brachets lt s:rid, To blow yolr soets

olf :nd belieye me h does. l'll tell you jurt a couple ol there - 'ln 1011 Slrd; Eye mld 115

Lilllorr frottl prer; rnouglr lo fill d0 Olympic swlmnring poolr.' ln thc 1!l" arrd *arly 20!"

renturhr, hrving rll pur teeth rcmovrd rnd rephctd with tak om, w.r r poprllrr l1t
birtMay prtsrnt, ll dorrn't brar thinling about.

I don'l lik ironing, ro 1o lesscn thr tedium I play tD's of my favourite musk, any{hing

from f rtd Aclaire lwho h grcat lo iron tolto (bricrl muric, but then I hrvc been told by

younirr people, 'Holiody lronl anymore.' Ho wonder a lot ol thct, look so scruffy. Then

thtrt :re merltlrnrl. lUhen rrre were young wr hrd a (ooked merlevery dry but hld :
vtry limitrd rJint - tlrr only vrgrt;rtrlcs bnidr Potalols yr;rt Swrdc, Parsnip, Orrionr and

Cabbagc. Wr really hotrd hrward lo lhc shorl straron of frnh Gardnn Pm: and llunnrr

$ernr. Now we lre in tfu Bga ol 't,rt tood' r*d mctlr ol potrloo, vqrtrblcr end mut
sxrn to fe unfashionahb. W*ll at lra$ on Christmns llay evcryonc can e nioy a lu*ry
Oinner wilh lll tht trimming: rnd I mult r.y ou. Gtndrhlldrcn rnd 6rcat Cnndchlldrcn

really rnjoy it.

Itlcp on tirrllr, gaor!will to rntn - irn'l tlrat wlul IhrL,.tnrar is all irbout? I ulrh yr:u anrl

your a llrppy rrd Per*lul (hrirtmel,

Marie Cove


