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Ansley Vicarage,

December lst, 1990

Our Dear Friends',

December is the favourite month of the year for inosi peopie. ;i
time for family gatherings and nostalgic ieminiscing. A t'ul} stock:ir:;
hanging at the foot of thc bed, tliat si;ecial toy vrc liad so rllucli
Ionged for, the smcli of roasi clie:'l"trrits or-l ihe heartli, delicious
mince pies-mr.rst people irave childhood memories that reeall that
special word Chris'cmas I Its holiday season hol<ls a very si:ecial
place in rnany healis.

More important, Christmas provides an occssion for believers
around tlre world to jcin in ri,rlc:r:bcriirg'riic birth or" Jesri:*cne of
the most significant arcl lrir':rcuitu: ev;:lis irr a,il iiistorv.

The Bit'th of iesus in a Bethleiierm stable on th:;t rv+ndcrfui riiglit
son:re 2,000 years ago is as signiflcarrt a-s His death and ,,,ictcry cver
the grave in its irnportance'ro us. F{ilii i.iir Eternai Soi roi bc.:;r
willing to leave ireaven; had Jcsus noi come into iilis r,.vorld c.; a
baby; there woulti have been no cross, no empty tomb, anci no
salvaticn.

At His birth people groule d ihemsrl.;es i;rio ar ieasrt threr:
categories in which people are airvays to be found r,vith regard, to
Jes,us. There was the reaction o{ l'1li:r,ii- ilia'L or" ltatreri anC hostiiii;;.
Herod u,as afraid that this liitlc chiirl i,.'cnld cha"iienge iris life-style
and interfere wiih his iife, therefore his insiiect was to ciestroy Him"
Today there are iho:e i;l-ro ''aish to live as they liiie. iesus Christ
annoys them and they too wor,rldo Cl:r1iy d-esiroy IIim.

Another groupr ry6s the Jetvish leaders; they were so engrossed
with their way of life that they sinlp,ly Cisregarded Jesus. I{e mi:ant
nothing to then-r. Indifferencp is iornntolr amongst most pcople today.
They ignore FIii:-r anrl kee1,. ihci. cii::iancc fi'orn believers.

The Wis,e 1\4en's reactror] io.r€r5us'comi,"rg r,vas of adorii-rg vrorship
and costly s,acrifice . When people realise the love of God demoiis,tra-
ted in Christ they too v''ili he iost in rvonder, love and praise.

As that very special scason of the;.,sn. apprcaches, therefore, Iet
us not allor,y its busyness to keei; tr.q froin focusing on what Ci:ristmas
is realiy all about. Rather rnay !',,,e vyith sincere gratitude thank the
l,ord that He .risited our planei ri-rd took the attitude rf a servant
and came as one of us, IIe humhir:ci Flimself and became obedicat to
ihe point of death. even +.he deaih cf the cross.

It is our prayer that this Christmas season rviltr l-.e a tirne of great
joy for yoll as you rememl;er the comina of the Sa'ziour.

A very happ'; Christnas,
Janes, Catherine" Ma.rh a:rd trtebekah



DIARY FOR DECEMBER I99O

Saturclay, Decemher lst
3.00 p.m. U,R.C, Cliristmas Sale in Ansley Village Church HaIl.

Sunday, Decentber Znd - AD\fENT SUNDAY
8.00 a.nr. FIoly Comnrunion.

11.00 a.m. Morning Player. Theme: "A Certain Re'turn."
6,30 p.m. Evening Prayer. (1662 Prayer Book). Theme: "Advent."

Tuesday, Decenrher 4th
2.30 p.m. Mothers' Union Chrisrtmas Party in Ansley Village

Chrirch }{ail.

Wednesday, December 5th
8.00 p.m. Wedrcsday Felios,ship at 1 Park Cottages.

Friday, Deeember ?th
2.00 p.rn. Little Fishes Christmas Party, Ansiey Village Chur

FIail.
6.45 p.m. l\lleeting for Prayer in Church.
8.00 p.m. to 11.30 p.m. Supper Dance. Tickets f2,00.

Saturday, December 8th
11.00 a.m. Welcome Service at the Cathedral for New Bishop of

Warwick The Rt, Rev. Clive l{andford,
3.00 p,m. Christmas Bazaar.

Sunday, De,cember gth 
- ADVENT 2

11.00 a.m, Family Communion. Theme: "Our Bible."
6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer. Theme: "God Speaks."

Monday, December 10th
6.30 p.rn. Children's CIub Christmas Event, Ansley Village

Church Hall. t

Wednesday, Decemher lZth
8.00 p.m. Ansiey Ladiesl Association Christmas Party.

Thursday, December l3th
7.45p.m. Parochial Chur'ch Council at St. John's Hall, Ansley

Common.

Friday, Decembev L4th
6.45 p,m. Meeting for Prayer in Church.

Sunday, December 16th - ADVENT 3
11.00 a.m. Family Service.
6.30 p.m. Parish Communion.

Wednesday, Decemher l9th
6.30 p.m, to 8.00 p.m. Carol Singing at Birchley Heath. Meet at

the Post Office.

Thursday, December 20th
6"30 p.m. Explorers Christmas Event, St. Jchn's. Ansley Common.

Friday, De,cemnber 2Lst
6.45 p.m. Meeting f or Prayer in Church.



Su,nday, December 23rd - ADVENT 4.
11.00 a.m. Family Comrnunion rvith Children's items.

6.30 p.m. Carol Service, Mr. Ian Ki-rox.

Monday, December 24th
10.00 p,m, Holy Commuion at St. John's, Ans,Iey Common.
11.30 p.rn. Iloly Communion at 'lhe Parish Church.

Christmas Day
11.00 a.m. Fanrily Communion.

Sunday, Deeember 30th
11.00 a.rn. IIoly Communiorr.
6.30 p.m. Evening Service. Therne : "The lloly tthild.,,

FROM THE PAIIISH REGISTERS

Baptism - "To encourage her by Frayer, Worship alri llxan.r1r1e,,
Nov. 18-Emm,a Louise Warden of Ansley Viliage.
Holy Matrimony - "The two sl.rail become one',
Oct. 27-Adrian Ashley Stanton of West Brotnwich to Debbie Moreton

of Ansley Village.
Anthony John Allton to Joy Harlock boih of Rirchley
Heath.

Funerarl - "I am the Resurrection and the Life,' says the Lord.
Nov. 19-Cuthbert Robinsonr aged 74, of Bedworth, formerly of

Ansley Village,

St. John's! Ansley Common 5rpecial Explorer Chrisrtmas Event is on
Thursday, Dece,mber 20th at 6.30 p.m. Dad,s and Mum,s andl friends
and strangers will enjoy this evening,s varied programme in rvhich
all the children will taker part, re-telling the Christmas Story and
enjoying some tasty eats.

The Supper Dance on Friday, December 7th at g.00 p.m. is being
organised by David Cove from whom tickets can be bought for f2
including supper. n1r. and Mrs. A. Onions isr kindly providing the
music. The event is in aid of the Church Hall funds.

The Pa,rochial Church Council has decided to experiment for a period
of s,ix months in using the Alternative Service tsooh at Morning
Prayer on the first Sunday of each month at 11.00 a.m. and at
Evening Prayer on the fourth Sunday of cach month at 6,80 p.m. to
commence in January.

At the Carol Service on Sunclay, December 23rd the Christmas
message will be given to us by Ian Knox. He qualified as a solicitor
and worked as a lawyer until his appointment rvith Coventry City
Council a,s Senior Solicitor. He is a member of S,t. John,s. Westwood.
is a regular contributor to Scripture Union Notes and speaks at
meetings in this country ancl abroarl. There will be an opportrnity
to have a word lvith hirn after the ser.,,ice over coffee ancl ,rince nies
in the Porla Cabin.



Straergeways. h{artin was transferred to the Police Cells at Leamington
Spa after the riots at Strange\,vays. Asr the Police were not sure about
him, he was kept ioctr<ed up, ?he cell was very dirty with spit and
graffiti. So Martin asl:ed for wrter and a scrubbing brush and got to
work. After cleaning up he asked for paint and a bru-si: and really
improved the appcarance of tlre cell, Wlien asked why he was doing
this, he told ttrie Police holv Jesus had changed his life while in
Strangeways. A Policernan rang the Chaplain at Strangotvays to say
that 1\,Iartin had really made him begin searching for a genuine faith.
LIe never thou.qht a prisoner wouid r:'rake hitn think seriously about
hisr life.
Flease Note that Friday, January 4th, 1991 will be the Parish
Christmas Fariy-Mark it in your i{e 'v Diary.

The Sycamore Tnee is the name of the new Christian Bookshop
recently opened at 2 Chapel Street, l.luneaton rep,lacing the Christian
Supply Shop whieh was in Queens, Road. Chapel Street is justt ofi
C'oventry Street by Lloyds Bank. ?he bcokshop is open 1\{ondaty to
Saturday 9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Coffee is also available.

ANSLEY Td&Ti4ERS' Ui"EION

We met on Tuesday, Novenber 6th and a very pleasant afternoon
was had. Our speaker, Mr. George lomlin talked on his life after
leaving the Children's Hcme and rve rvere all left rvith many poinis
to think about thanks to Geor.ge.

Our next meeting rvill be on December 4th at 2.30 p.m, in the
Church Hall. It will be the Christmas Party, when we will be enter-
taining Stroke club members and also Mrs. Harris and her singers
wiil be leading us in carols. r W. M. Ponder.

On Monday, De,cember l0,th there will be another Children's Club
in the Village Church Hail, This will have a definite Christmas
flavour about it. Diane Kealey wiil be leading us, Adu.Its are welcome.

Please support with a variety of saleable ltenns the

CHRISTA/TAS BAZAAR
Saturday, December 8th at 3.fi) p.m.

in Ansley Village Church Hal!

Cakes - tr"a'rm Pr'oduee - NoveltiesL - Refreshments

Father C:hristmas will be present

ADMISSION rOp


