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WORSHIP

1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays in each month
11.00 a.m. Parish Communion
6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer

3rd Sunday
11.00 a.m. Family Service
6.30 p.m. Parish Communion

lst Sunday
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

Sunday School each Sunday at 11.00 a.m., in the Village Church
Hail except on the third Sunday when it wiII attend the service
in Church.

The Vicar wili not normally be available on Tuesclays.

Dear Friends,
Thank you very much for the warm welcome that Jane,

Rebecca and I have received in Ansley. There are lots of new
faces and new names and it will take time to get to know who,s
who but we've already made a start. We are settling in at the
Vicarage and I'm getting the garden into shape at the back.
Please feel free to call at any time. (N.8. Not for gardening !)

Nationwide the church has been through a tcugh time during
the past few years but recently there have been signs ot
renewal and optimism amongst the neople of God. trlease pray
that we maSz tre*.tn.r take the opportunities for passing on the
Christian me.ssage that are given to u:;.

OPTIMISN,T OR PESSIMISM ?

During the past twenty years there has been a lot of pessimistic
taik about the church and what it is for. Many have lost
confidence in the Christian faith and cannot see its reievance
for today. Too cften the irnage the chr"rrch presents of God is
that of someone r,vho is intere,sted in fund raising and the
rnanner of lvorship. The questicns about the ultimate meaning
of life and the va-lues that we should live by are doCged.

Despite this uncertainty, "religicn" is stiIl very much alive.
The cults like the I\4oonies and the ,Iehovah's Witnesses attract
attention because they know how to pass on their message.
Many are attracterl tc them because they seem to offer certain
answers in a hostile world. A great many members of the
Jehovah's Witnesses. for example, are former members of one
or other of the orthodox Christian churches. D,oes this shorv up
our lack of certainty in what we believe and our inabilitv to



comrnunicate the christian faith ? we have 10st our christian
optimism, or Christian lrope. The word ,,hope,' in the New
I'estament does not r.efer to a vague sense that perhaps one
day things will turn out all right. It means the certainty and
assurance that God has spoken to men through his Son, Jesus
Christ. Do we as God's people in Ansley share this optimism ?

GOOD NEWS OR BAD NE.WS ?
Another word for ,Gospel, is ,Good News., But it is bad newsif our main interest is in buiidings rather tha.n pecple or in

preserving the past at the expense of the present. Jesus brought
drastic and threatening change to the religious peopie of his
day. They lvere not prepared to accept this need for change
and dest::oyed him. Recent)y a minister in Bi,:mingham said
that regarding the life and worship of the church, ,constant
cirange is here to stay.' We have to accept this fact if we are
not to ltecome irrelevant to the world and a disgrale to God.

DID YOU KNOW . . .

. . . that throughout the world over 1000 Christian congrega._
tions start up every week ? And 68,000 peopie are joining them
every week ? We need to open our eyes to rvhat God is doingwOrld-rvide. TIM GoULDSToNE

BAPTISM
We welcome into the Lord,s family (May 24th) :

Nicholas Richard Bates, Highfleld House, Nuthurst Lane.
Teresa Ann Walton, 3? Birchley Heath Roail.

LAID TO REST
Jesus said, "r am the resurrection and the life. whoever believesin me will live, even though he dies.,' (John 11 : 2b)

May 27th (in Bentley churchyard) :

Marjorie Oxford, Iate of Birchley Heath.

DIARY FOR JUNE
2-Tuesday. parochial Church Council. Village Church Hall

8.00 p.m.
M.U. Parish Church Branch. Village Church HalI 3.00 p.m.
Speaker : Mrs. Haynes.

?-Sunday. Whit Sunday.
13-Saturday. Church Fete. Village Church Hall 3.00 p.m.
ls-Monday. Deanery Synod. Village Church Hall ?.30 p.n.I.
16-Tuesday. Combined [[oil:ers, Union Service. Corlev iarish

Church 7.30 p.m.
l?-Wednesday. M.U. St. John's Branch. Mrs. Varden ?.00 p.rn.
25*Thursday. Coffee Morning. Mrs. Varden 10.30 a.m. tc noon.



THE CHURCH FETE

This will be held in the Viliage Church Ha1l and in its grounds
on Saturday, June 13th beginning at 3.00 p.rn. It wili be opened
by the Vicar and Mrs. Gouldstone-iointly ! There will be many
stalls, games and competitions. Refreshments will be prcvided
by the Mothers' Union and proceeds wiil go to the Church
General Fund which cares for the day-to-day running of the
Church. Did you know it costs €110 a week to keep it there ?

Please do your utmost to support this fete with your presence

and gifts for the various sta11s. Adrnission wiil be 5p and there
will be a door prize.

GOFFEE MORhIING AT 'HOMELANDS,' NI.'RSERY I+!LL

This will be held at the home of l"{rs. Varden on Thursday,
June 25th at 10.00 a.m.. in aid of St. John's Mothers' Union Funds
and St. John's Hall Funds. Admission rvi1l be 20p and there
will be a Bring and Buy stall.

Homelands is a lovely spot; come and enjoy your coffee and
the social gathering there and a).so give support to these worthy
causes.

MOTHERS' UNION OOMBINED SERVIOE

This wilt be held in Corley Farish Church on Tuesday, June
16th at 7.30 p.m. A bus will run as follows :

St. John's Hal1 depart
Gun Hill and Arley

6.40 p.m.

7.00 p.m.

It will return after the service.
+++-

REPORTS

The Buffet.Daroce heid on May 2nd was a soiendid evening,
enjoyed by all who attended. Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Onions from
Arley were most emcient M.C's and the refreshments \#ere lo';eIy.
A profit of S55 was made for HaII Funds. There wiil i:e another
one in September.

The GonTmissioning of the Revd. Tim Gouldstone as Priest-in-
Charge of Ansley was a wonderful service. The church was full
(not packed), the singing was hearty and the sermon by the
Bishop of Warwick v;as instructed, most iuteresting and a help
to us all. The social Bathering in the school afterwards was
very enjoyable and helped everybody to meet each other. It was
a day to remember. FRANK ARNOLD


