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Time to celebrate
Two things seem lacking today.
Celebration of what has been
Hope for what will be.

But this year there's opportunity for both!

We celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth and give thanks for her loving and faithlul
service to our nation.
We shall be holding our own celebrations in allthree villages. Please accept my apologies that I will
not be with you lor the celebrations on May 26 as I shall be meeting the Archbishop of Canterbury in
Arley, but I know that you will have a great time and encourage everyone to join in.

We celebrate the Olympics, taking place not only in London but across the country including
Coventry. At our annual Flower Festival at August Bank Holiday weekend we shall be celebrating all
who have given in so many different ways, Come and enjoy.

I hope for you this will be a year to celebrate. But, what about the future? My prayer is that times of

sadness are few and far between, But if they do occur may you, nonetheless, be able to celebrate
that Jesus' love is continuing to supporl and strengthen you.

We don't lust hope for a great time of celebration this year. We hope that eueryyear will give us cause
for celebration. That's where the Christian faith ctmes in, lt's about celebrating and hoping all the
time.

As Sunday by Sunday we break bread and share the wine together, we both celebrate what Jesus
has done for us and we look fonrrrard in hope to His great return in glory, 0r to use the words of St.
Paul "We remember Christ's death until He comes".

My prayer is that

in Z|l|youwillfind much to celebrate and that you will see dreams come true and

hopes fullilled. But don't let it stop there. Following Jesus is for ever.,...

Your friend and Vicar,

Peter
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Plant Sale

This year the plant sale in the Village Church Hall will be on Friday 18th May from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. and on Saturday 1 9'n May f rom 10 a.m. to 12 noon. lt will take its usual format with bedding
plants and trailers together with assorted plants for sale. The Village Allotment Association will
also have their stall with vegetable plants and produce for sale.
There will be advice and time for a chat over a cuppa

AGM
At the AGM on 12th April the usual reports were presented covering the work of the church in
Ansley over the last twelve months. 2011 was a busy year with many different activities taking
place especially with the start of several to reach out to the community.
Financially we did a bit better than in 2010, but we still spent more than we received, and there
will soon come a time when the reserves will no longer be there to help us meet our
commitments. Whilst every eflort is made to keep our outgoings to a minimum increases in
running costs continue to have an impact.
The Churchyard Fund also faired better last year although just not quite meeting the full cost of
maintaining it as we would like.
The Fabric Fund however did have lo meet the cost of the repairs to the chancel last year, and
at some point soon the boundary wall will have to be repaired once all concerned have agreed
on the action to be taken.
The Village Church Hall, after excluding the cost ol the work carried out earlier in 2011 is paying
its way. St. John's thanks to the good bingo sessions and social events is also covering its
running costs.
Whilst it is difficult for all in these hard economic times we would ask that you please consider
increasing your giving if you can, or as mentioned last month, consider Gift Aid if that is
possible.
We all need to have the faith that God will ensure that there will be enough money to meet our
needs, but we all have to do our part.

Thank you
The P.C.C. wish to acknowledge and thank the familf and friends of Jennifer Woolliscroft for the
t672.51that has been given to the church in her memory.
Thank you also to all who gave money and those who came and decorated the church ready for
the Easter celebrations, the church looked lovely with the white lilies and yellow daffodils.

Bell inspection and Ringing Competition
It is the policy of the Coventry Guild to look at the bells in the churches, to ensure there are no
hidden problems lurking which, if attended to sooner rather than later, will be beneficial to all.
The inspection at Ansley revealed that although the bells were generally in good order there
was a crack in part of the No 2 bell clapper. Those carrying out the inspection were able to
remove the clapper, arranged for it to be returned to the bell founders, Taylo/s of
Loughborough where the repairs were canied out. The clapper was returned in time to be rung
on Easter Sunday. The exact cost of this work is not yet known, but is expected to be about
t450, a lot less than if the clapper had caused damage having fallen off before it was
discovered.
We are grateful lo the guild members for doing this inspection and providing the written report
which will form part of our quinquennial inspection due to be carried out by our architect in July
this year.
Our tower has been requested to host the Coventry North Guild striking competition this year
which will be held on Saturday 19'n May starting at 4.15 p.m. How long it will last will depbnd on
the number of towers that enter a team, but it is usually a lovely occasion when you can sit in

the churchyard and enjoy listening to some good ringing. However you will be asked not to go
into church while the teams are ringing to avoid distraction but there will be a cup of tea and a
biscuit available in the annexe.

lvy
There has been ivy on the East end of the chancelfor as long aS anyone can remember.
However it was becoming apparent that it was damaging the stone work so it was cut at the
base but the ivy itself was left on the wall and slowly it has died. After seeking expert advice we
were advised it is now time to cut away the bits that were loose this was attempted recently and
to our surprise all the ivy came away in two great pieces, which has now been cleared away. Thank you to all concerned. -lt is however lovely to see the colour of the stone that has been
shielded from the light and weather for so many years.

Art Exhibition (advanced notice)
On 16th June there will be an exhibition of art by the members of the two art groups in Ansley
Village and Ansley Common. lt is the first time we have held an art exhibition, but having seen
the quality of some people's work it will be to a high standard. The church will be open from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. and there will be light refreshments available in the annexe.

St. John's Bingo and Eggstravigansor
There was a lovely array of Easter Eggs for the prizes of the April bingo session in St. John's
Hall and a good time was had by all. A total of t125 was made for hall funds.
The Easter bonnets at the Eggstravigansor were amazing and everyone had a very happy time,
not only that t140 was raised for hall funds. Thank you to all concerned.

The Queen's Jubilee.
Plans are progressing for Ansley's Jubilee event on Salurday 26th May. Each of our three
communities have their own ideis which they will be brirging to fruition on the 26th.lnvitations
will be delivered to each home in the parish to the event in the respective area, with those living
in the outlying houses having the option of attending the event of their choice.
ln Ansley Village their event will commence al12 noon by gathering in the "rec" and processing
with Ansley Morris and the parlicipants in fancy dress to the Village Hall for a buffet meal and
music through the decades and finishing at 3 p.m. with the National Anthem.
Ansley Common may be meeting in their hall at 2 p.m. lor a tea party, games, perhaps teddy
bears picnic, and disco and again there will also be fancy dress.
Birchley Heath will be having a Party in the Park to include a dog competition and fancy dress
with sandwiches etc.
It is hoped to make these events a memorable time for all as we celebrate this landmark in our
nation's history, with perhaps a memento of the occasion for the children.

Prayer Requests
lf you would like someone or a particular situation remembered in prayer at our Sunday
Services both at SL Laurence and St. John's please hand the slip below to a member of the
church congregation or contact the Vicar on 024 7639 9070. Please remember the vicar would
be pleased to visit anyone who is sick, but he does need to know, again please ring.
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ever wondered how different
areas get their nicknames,
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Those of us of a certain age
remember the song ,when
Aprir showers they come your
way; they
bring the frowers that bloom
in May,. so if it,s raining have
no regrets b"i.r." it isn,t
you know, it,s raining Violets,
raining rain
How very true of epriL my favourite
month, because it is a month
promise but also when
of
we think of new life, our Lord's
resurrection and His promise
to us that seed
time and harvest wi' never fair,
and we can now see His promise

coming true.

Marie Cove.

