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AnsIey Vicarage,

March lst, 1990

Our Dear Friends',

On the 18th June, 1981 a tug made its vray slowly towards the
I:each at Swatow in the Province cf Fujian, China, It was towing a

large barge containing one mi,llicn Bibles. The time was midnight.
Thousands of C'hinesre Christians were waiting to receive the cargo
and load it onto 80 waiting trucks. The whole secret operation lvas
completed in time for the trucks tc mcve off to various destinations
just as r{awn was brcaking.

Pastor .]ohn received his consignment of 10,000 Bibles the
folloWing day, "I p,raisedl God for hours afterwards, he said, I just
hugged the Eibles, thanking Him for EIis kindness in ailowing us to
have sto r:rany at one time."

Tl:e Civic authorities were furious to learn that so many Bibles
Ianded and had been distributed tvithout trace, The scale was sl)
big it had left the authorities highly embarras,sed. Paster John was
well known to the policel the5, q,ou16 surely come and discover the
10,000 Biblesr in his honse, and he be iniprisoned for many years
as a result. After praying he and an old farmer friend, together r:rith
the heip of a number o{ Believers buried the Bibles' underneath a
barn making sure they rvould not rot or be spcilt.

A few months later Pastor John r,vas taken to the local police
station and asked to account for his whereabouts on June 1gth.
John refused to answer any questions that would land others into
prison. Inspite of the intense prelsure of the interrogation his,
investigators noted John's serer.rity. Eventually he wasi taken into a
courtyard in the prisron and made to stand on a tall wooden box. The
box was about 4 feet high and lery narrow. There vlas only room on
it for his feet. A rcpe was then put round his neck and tightened.
The rope rvas' fixed tc a rvoocien bearn altove him, His interrogators
s,aid, "We have given up on ].ou. The moment you sway or when
your legs collapr5s with tireclness 1'on tvill hang yourself." They added
self-righteously, "It is, a just penalty for your stul:borness.,,

Two policemen $ere assigned tc watch the last rnoments of John,
who at this time was ir.r his late slxties;. As he looked down on them
he observed that they took haldly any notice of him. Bored, they
played games,

Next month I will tell you what eventually happened to John, but
in the meantime a good exercise in Lent is for us all to praise and
thank God for our Christian liberty and to pray for our Christian
friends, in China especially that they will be strong and sustained
in Clirist.

God bless you,

James, Catherine, Mark and Rebekah.



DIARY FOR MARCH

ThursLday, March lst
6,30p,m, St. John's Exp,lo,rers T.E.A,R, Fund Presentation for

Parents.

Saturday, March 3rd
T.E,A.R, Fund Special for Boys and Giris, 10,30 to 12 noon in
the Cirurch HaIl, Ansley Village.

Sunday, March 4th - Lent I - National T.E.A.R. Fund Day
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion,

11.00 a.m. l\forning Prayer.
6.30 p.m, Evening Prayer 1662 Prayer Book.

Theme: "In the Steps of Jesus,"

Tuesday, March 6th
3,00 p.m. Mothers' Union.

Wed'nesday, March ?th
7.45p.m. Lent Service at St. Wilfrid's, Arley.

Speaker: The Archdeacon of Coventry, The Ven. Ian
Russeli. Subject: "Miss,ion."

Friday, March 9th
6.45 p.m. Ir{eeting for Prayer in Church.

Sunday, March llth - Lent 2
11.00 a.m. Family Communion.
6,30p,m. Evening Prayer, Theme: "In the heart of .iesus.,,

Wednesday, Mareh l4th
7.45 p.m. Lent Service at Corley Church.

Speaker: The Rev. Edivard Pogmore, Ilospitat Chaplain.
Subject: "Faith and I{ealing.',

Friday, March l5th
6.45 p,m, Meeting for Prayer in Church,

Sunday, March lSth - Lent 3
11,00 a.m. Farnily Service,
6.30 p.m. EIoIy Communion. Theme: ,,fn the mind of Jesus.,,

Mo,nday, March l9th
7.30 p.m. Parochial Church Council Meeting.

Wednesday, March 2lst
7.45p.m, Lent Service at Fillongley,

Speaker: Canon Michael Sadgroye.
Subject: "Worship."

Friday, March 23rd
6,45 p,rn. Meeting fo,r Prayer in Church.

Sunday, March 25th - Mothering Suntlay
11.00 a.m. Family Communion with the young people taking part.
3.00 p.m. Family Service at St. John's. Explorers lterrs.
6.30 p,m. Evening Prayer, Mothers, Union taking part.

Preacher: Deaconess pamela Hamilton.



Monday, March 26th
7,30 p.m. Parish Church .A.nnual General Meeting.

.dnsley Village Church HalI.
Wednesday, March 28th

7.45p.m. Lent Service in Ansiey Parish Church.
Speaker: Mr, David Major.
Subject: "?he Mlsrsionary Aviation Fellowship."

Friday, March 30th,
6,45 p.m. Meeting for Prayer in Church.

Saturclay, March 3l'st
10.00 a.rn, to 3.00 p,m. "Pause for Thought."

Speaker: Mrs. Helen Lee.
Ansley ViIIage Church }tall.

Lent Eoxes or envelopesr will be for the support of T.E.A.R. funds
work amongst the Wcrld's Children in the Third World. Please ask
Diana Kealey for your requlrements.
The Coffee Morning at George and Winnie Ponder's home for the
Church Urban fund raised f40.00,

T!'IELMA _ TO UGAh{DA

Thelma Burnsr, well known to us in the Ley Group, ha,s now gone
out to Uganda. She v,,ili be r,,,ori;ing there in the ministry of Renerval
in the Anglican Church, We had a most inspiring evening on
February Bth lvhen Thelma shared her experiences and showed slides
of her three month t,isit there last summer.

A total of €413.35 was given by the people who attendedl that
evening. f33.35 towalds a Church being built there and f,10 towards
Thelma's air fare.

Looh out in future copies of the magazine for further news and
prayer reques,ts that slie sends to usr,

Many will remember the visit of Mrs. Helen Lee to us two years ago
when she spoke at St. John's. By popular requesit she makes a return
visit to us on Saturday, l,{arch 31st. Thisi time she will be speaking
in Ans1ey Viilage Chulch HaIl. Tire event wiII commence at 10.00
a.m, and conclude at 3.00 p.m. The title for the day is ,pause for
thought' and is an inr-itation to both the men and also the ladies.
There rvill be a buffet lunch to .,vhich we are all invited to contribute
some eats. A charge of €2 rvill be made to help cover the expenses,.

Helen Lee is not only a speaker with a high reputation nationwide,
she is also the author of several books mainly about marriage,
relationships, growing up and family life,

On Monday, March 26th the Pari.sh Church holds its Annual General
Meeting. In addition to the election of Wardens, the Church Officers,
the Council membersi and a look at the accounts, there will be the
usual review of the life of the parish and a looking forward into



the next 12 rrronths, BLlt this year it lvill be different because it v'rill
be done visually-l66king at slides shorving events in the life of the
parish on occasions over the last felv years. Ilargaret Antil ivill also
silow some of the past Flor.rer Festivals.

Light refreshmentsr wiII be served and altogether it should be an
enjoyable evening. Do plan to come, you may even see yourself on
the screen,

Durlng the six weeks of Lent s,everal homes in the parish rvill be
sho',r.ing the video, "Jesns then and now," If you would like to join
tlris conrse pleas;e ask the Vicar for the details of the time, days
and places. This video is particularly valuable because it contains
much of the ministry of the late David Watson, rvho was ticar at
St. Cuthbert's, York foi: many years, and his gifted manner of
presenting the Gospei.

FROM THE Pf\RISFI REGISTERS

Thanksgiving for the bEvth of a Child
"?hey brought Children for Jesus to bless" Mark 10,13.

February 1l-Amy Sperring of Stockingford.

Funere!s
"Teach us to number our days" Psalm 90.12.

January 29-Olwen Violet Potter, 83 years of Camp IIiII Road.
Irebruary 12-Susan Knight, 36 years of Ansley Village,

The Lent Meetrngs this year wili be in each of the Churches in the
Ley Group, tha,t is to say, Arley, Corley, Fillongley and Ansiey. They
wiII be held on each Wed.nesday in Ltnt comrnencing at 7,45 p.m.
There isr a list of interesting speakers covering a wide variety of
subjects such as Misrsion, Healing, Worship, Missionary Aviation, and
the Gideon's work.

AhICIESIT RELIC FROM SOLOMOI{'S TEMPI.E

The flrst-ever relic from King Solomon's, Temple has appeared after
2,574 years.

The piece which is causing so much interest is an ivory pome-
granate, a ceremonial object which would have been carried on top
of a sceptre, as part of the Temple ritual in the mid-Sth century B.C.

The pomegranate has been authenticated by Professor Naham
Avigad, one of Israel's leading archaeologists. The authenticity of
the 43mm high pomegra-nate y,as confirmedl by an inscription below
its neck. The translation from ancient Hebrew script, used only
until the destruction of Solomon's Temple, reads "Belonging to the
Temple of the Lord, ho y to the priestsr."

King Solornon's Temple, built in the 10th century B.C. was
de,stroyed by the Babylonians under Nebuchadrezzar in 586 BC and
no remains of the sanctuary were known to have survived until today.


