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WORSHIP ?

lst, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays
11.00 a.m. Parish Communion.

6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer.

3rd Sunday
11.00 a.m. Family -1,Vorship.

6.30 p.m. Holy Communion.

HoIy Comrnunion also on lst Sunday at 8.00 a.m.

St. John's HalI-Family Worship at 10.00 a.m., February 26th,

CHILDREN ?

Sunday School starts o,n $unday, 8th January at 11.00 a.m., in
the Village Church HaJ.l except for the 3rd Sunday srhen it
joins the Family Service. tr"amily $ervice on February 19th.

TRANSPORT ?

A bus runs for the evening service. Leaves Ansley Corner at
6.00 p.m., picks up through the village, leaves Ansley Common
at 6.10 p.m., and Birchley Heath at 6.15 p.m.



Dear Friends.

THI},!K IT OUT

One of Jesus'rnethods of teaching was to iry to get peopie to
realise fo1' thernselves the truth about God. trn John chapter 4
Jesus meets a v/ctnan who rseen:.s to have had at least flve
husbands, yet he does nct operrly denounce her and teil hei to
clear off I fnstead he takes a positivc line-he brings to her
Cesper&te siiuation something oi God's iove and care. This
woman lvas a Samaritan (therefore a foreigner or outsider) ;
she ',vas inmorai; and she was 'a woman' therefore decrciedly
a second-class human being to the men of Jesus, time ! Jesus,
action must have seemed shocking to those who got to hear
of it.

GET PR!Offi!TIES RIGHT
Jesus said to this woman, 'You worship what you do not

know.' She r.va:s searchir-tg around in her failure, in her ciesperate
attempts to gei scme meaning from life by passing from one
relaticnship tc another-anything to fllI ar: empty life. She
didn'i know what she beliel,ed. She was more interested in
tr;lrere to wo:"ship not wl:c tc worshi.o*she said, ,Our fathers
wcrshipped on this mountain; &Dd y6g say that Jerusaiem is
the place rvhere men ought to rvorship'(,Iohn 4:20). What are
our priorities ? trt's the same today-people more interested in
where the3i were baptised, married or buiied as a phvsical p1 .ce
ihan they are intet'esieei iu God hirnself.

WHAT REA!.I-Y MATTERS
Jesus said to tire woman that the place is irrelevant. What

matters is that you rvorship in Spirit and in truth. Is our
worship 'in tlre Spirit ?' Not a repetiticn of tired words, but a
meeting r,;ith Gocl ? trs our worship ,in truth ?, No, not a vague
realisation thai God might be around somewhere and church i:
a gocd thing, but knowing the truth that Jesus brings ?

People are tulned ofr 'church' by its apnar.eni prlorities. If
we put religious quarrels, f amily r"euds, or pl.aces of worship
before 'Spirit and truth' vle are denying rvhat Jesu"s stood for.
We are not just animals. We are made tcr respond to Goal, to
respond to Jesus, hi.s message and his Love. We busy ourselves
rvith other ti-iings when his rvorcls demand a big shake-up in our
life, just like the woman that Jesus met. Our consciences are
touched, but rve eaii)y silence it or disrniss God,s still. small
voice.

Are we listening ?

Are we learning ?

Are vre obeCient ? TIM GOULDSTONE

NEW HESTOR FOR ARLEY
It is only a short time since we said goodbye to Grahame

Humphries from Ariey and no'"'r v/e welcotne peter ,phlllips, who
will be coming to that parish on May 1st. Idr. phillips is a
-qomerset nan. aged 5?, whc before orCinatlon hari a varied



career as an auctioneer, a spell in the Royal Navy and then a
period working in the retail clothing trade. He trained for the
ministry at Oak HiIl College and was ordained in 1965, serving
euracies at Eastbourne and St. Aibans. He became vicar of
Riseley and Bletsoe in Bedfordshire in 1973 and will be coming
to l\riey at the beginning of May. He and his wife Betty have
f,ve daughters, three of whom are married, whiist Kate (17) and
Lucy (15) are stiil at home. He names his interests as cricket
(now a 'non-player'), painting, photography and porcelain.

It so happens that today's reading from the lectionary speaks
of 'Your partnership in the gospel from the flrst day until now'
(Phiiippians 1:5). We congratulate Peter on his appointment and
pray for God's blessing on his ministry now and in the future.

ALAN GBANT
We were all shocked to hear of the sudden death of AIan

Grant of St. Lawrence Road at the early age of 28 due to an
accicient at Baddesley Fit. Our thoughts and prayers are with
his widow Jeanette and all the members of the Smith and Grant
families at this sad time. \,Ve need to bear in mind that much
work is still potentially dangerous despite the many improve-
ments over the years in our industrial conditions. The vicar
remembers his or.vn trips underground from his own days as
a geologist and his feelings about having to spend a iife's work
in such an environment.

PUTTING IT TOGETHER !

Love thy neighbour
Bring thy neighbour
Help thy neighbour
and enioy doing it.

Travellers along the road to Furnace End will no doubt have
seen the scaffolding which shrouds the church at Over Whitacre.
This signifles a major repair programme on that parish church
which has been in progress for some considerable time. The
present ,church there was built in 1765 and is attributed to the
rnason architects William and David Hiorns, the same who built
the Shire Hall at Warwick. It is one of the few entirely Georgian
churches in Warwickshire. The wo;:k is costed at about S?0,000
and the Depa"rtment of the Environment and other grant bodies
have provided substantial part of this target. However Over
Whitacre is still expected to provide considerably more than
Si0,000 towards the cost, which must ccme from the parishioners.

In order to help tlrem the PCC has affanged an evening of
entertainment to be given by some members of Nuneaton
Amateur Operatic Society and Children from Naircy Bates School
of Dancing. This wiil take place at the Village Church Hall on
tire evening of Friday, March 2nd starting at 7.30 p.m. Admission
rvill be 75p and Children 5Op-there will also be a 'Bring and
Euy' sa1e. A competition about trees is also being circulated,
pri.ce 20p.

I)o come and enjoy being a 'good neighbour.'
E. TRUELOVE. T. GOULDSTONE



LENT 1984 - IN THE LEY GROUP OF PARISHES

Each Lent gives us the opportunity to think and pray about
aspects of the life and death of Jesus in relation to our life.
As we move towards Easter Day, Lent shouid make usr better
Christians through a better understanding of ourselves in
reiation to the Cross of Good Friday and the empty tomb of
Easter Sunday.

Our meetings this year move around a bit and are as
follows:

Ash Wednesday -- March ?th ---* 7.30 p.m. Holy Communion in
St. Laurence Church with sermon.

Wednesday, March 14th 7.30 p.m. As far as Ansley is
concerned this is the date of our ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING. ALL church members and interested parish-
ioners are invited to attend. We hope this will not be too
formal an occasion but a time when we can give thanks
to God for the past year and look forward in faith to 1984.

Wednesday, March 21st ._ ?.30 p.m. Evening sponsored by the
Mothers' Union at C,orley and Ftllongley at Corley Village
Hall.
'Parents and Teenagers' ..--- fllm and discussion.
(Parents only, says John Law !)

Wednesday, March 28th - 7.30 p.m. Fillongley Meeting Room.
'Tearcraft'- slides and talk by Mrs. Jane Gouldstone; an
opportunity to learn something of a job-creation project
in the third world. Some items wili be on sale.

Wednesday, April 4th --. ?.30 p.m. St. John's Hatl, Ansley Cornmon
'Birth, Babies and Baptism - off to a good start ?, What
is the church's ministry and mission to young families ?

Filmstrip, discussion and thoughts presented by Tim
Gouldstone.

Wednesday, April 1lth --.- ?.30 p.m. Spring Hill Clinic Centre.
'Towards R.I.P.'- vrhat are the problems and opportunities
of later life and terminal care ?

Meeting conducted by the staff of the Spring HiIl Clinic.

There should l:e something for everyone here, so make s,ure you
are there at these meetings; it is abundantly evident from
village organisations like the 'GooCl Companions, that people
are quite willing to cross parish boundaries for social events,
so we should do the same for Christian ones

The Vi[age branch of the Mothers, Union will meet ,on
T'uesday, February ?th at 3.00 p.m., in the Village Church HalI.
The speaker will be Mrs. Harris. We hope and pray that Mrs.
Hodgkins' reoovery from her stroke will continue and that we
shall be able to' see her 'out and about' again in the next, few



rronths as the weather improves. Mrs. Harris wiil be speaking
to the St" John's Branch of the h{others' TJnion at 7.00 p.m., on
tr\rednesday, February 1Sth.

The ne.-<t meeting ol the PCC will be held on Wednesday,
F'ebiuar3z 15ih at 8.15 p.m., in St. John's llali (note nlace and
tirne),

Any Arley foiks rea"ding this magazine are reminded that the
next meeting of Ariey FCC will be on }"l[onday, February 20th
at 7.C0 p.rn.. in Arley VestrSr.

Giris' Eriendly Society starts again at 6.-10 p.m. (note the time)
on Monday, February 6th in the V111age Church I{a]]. Foi further
detaiis ccntact VaI Whitwcrth on Chapei trr-rd 39362e.

We congratulate irCC me;:ui:er Ann Cartwright of West View,
Ans1ey Common, cn the biith of twins on January 29th. With
F-Iaydn thai gives Ian a.nd Ann thiee children under two. We
found trvo children under three pretty tiring. I think this is
the flrst set cr' twins tc be born in the parish for sorne years.
Can anyone remembel the la-st tiue thl.s happenecl ?

Rerrember Ian the Icitunate (?) dad. as rvei1.

Last month v,re had our 'Quinqueitni'ri' inspection of the church
build-ing-se.rerai people were tc i:e seeit caperiitg about on the
roof ar-id the tower cf the church on a coid day as if they had
taken ieave of iheir senses, ihe .,.icar being one of them. I'r:r
glad to report that nothing too expencive or honif,c vras for:nd,
but sometin)e over the next year or so v",re must do some repair
work to ihe pointing cI the too oi the wa"ils, the south side
of the chancel (outsiCe riuaLl) and attend to the muliiorrs of a
couple of the wi:rdours; tliere's noihing here that f aith and
patience and commitme::lt can'i take care oi. Although the
spiriiual life of the church and the pastoral ministry to people
must alv,rays come f,rst, we owe it to former generations and to
the future to keep ttris little part of ou-r national inheritance of
ancierrt bu-ildings in good order. Did you I<nor.v that our parish
church is {irst recorded in the eighth year of the reign of King
John (1208) and is in f:lct conriderably older than this ?

Corament overheard in the parish:

"trf there v/ere no such pecple as Vicars, it r,vould be necessary
to invent them."

M,{KE SURE your name is on the C}rurch Eiectoral Roll by the
end of F'ebruary if you are a church member.

F['NERAL

January 18.-Alan David Grant, 36 St. La$/rence Road, aged 28.


